Additional Comments regarding Ancient Roads Research:
 The Huntington ARC has found a way to greatly speed up Ancient Roads research.  Fortunately for us, our town consolidated road surveys and discontinuances in volumes clearly marked surveys.  Initially, we depended on committee members to go to the Town Office and research roads.  After nine months we had completed only about 30 roads and research often jumped around to roads that interested or caught the eye of the researcher.

In November of 2007, we began scanning pages of these books into Adobe Acrobat PDF format.  One of the copiers in the Town Office had this capability. It was found that scanning about 10 – 15 pages at a time, gave a file size that most e-mail providers could handle.  The scanned volumes were then mailed out to committee members to do research at home. This enlarged our committee’s number of researchers by opening research to those who hold day jobs, which is most members, and gave us an easy means of organizing and providing structure to the road research.  Roads are assigned to individual members and progress is easily be tracked at our monthly meetings.  Roads that need additional research in locating landowners or landmarks are identified. Also reading ancient script in electronic form has proven to be easier by utilizing the zoom magnification of the document.
Research on the first scanned volume proceeded rather slowly due to the holidays.  However in February and March of 2008, six additional scans were made.  In the last three months, we have completed the transcriptions of another 80+ road surveys and some discontinuances.  Additionally we now have all our research sources and transcription documents in electronic form as well as hard copy.
While all towns may not be fortunate to have their survey records consolidated into “road books”, the scanning process would still speed up the research process.  Office time would be used to “flag” appropriate pages, copy and scan them and then e-mail it to committee members.
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